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Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 June 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-17.26-30 and 32-44 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 1/1 7/06, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (if this Office action is non-final) or a 
reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .3 1 
followed by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of 
appeal fee and appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the 
appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were 
previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between the increased fees 
and the amount previously paid. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 6/7/07 regarding claim 1 7 has been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The Examiner notes the template 
structure of Geilhufe, however contrary to applicant's arguments, "Geilhufe, 
is unable to process open-ended requests." page 8, the structural template 
of Geilhufe which takes a command does not define an open ended 
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request. The open-ended request is defined by the actual user input, and is 
broadly stated. The Examiner invites the applicant to explicitly define an 
open-ended request, and incorporate such a definition, as the applicant is 
permitted to be his own lexicographer, into the claim. However, as a 
request is made in the system of Geilhufe, and the request is not closed- 
ended request, which also does not provide an explicit definition, the 
Examiner has interpreted the claim Geilhufe to incorporate an open ended 
request. 

3. The Examiner further is not persuaded by applicant's arguments 
"Geilhufe system does not switch from a first set of models, grammars and 
lexica..." The Examiner notes "After supplying the appliance name, a 
user is granted access to further commands of the standard VUI 
operating on the voice controlled device at 601)" which is sufficient to 
transfer from first to a second, wherein there is a multi-step from one set of 
commands, which encompasses a first context and grammar and lexica to 
a "further", which is interpreted as the second set. 

4. Applicant's arguments, see appeal brief, filed 6/7/07, with respect to 
1-16, 26-30 and 32-44 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
previous rejections of claims 1-16, 26-30, and 32-44 have been withdrawn. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 -1 6, 26-30 and 32-44 are allowed . 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The instant application is deemed to be directed to a nonobvious 
improvement over the invention patented in Junqua in view of Giuliani and 
White as explicitly detailed in applicant's appeal brief filed 6/7/07, see 
pages 9-13. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Geilhufe et al. (Geilhufe, US 6,584,439) 

As per claim 17, Geilhufe teaches a method of speech recognition 
comprising: 
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searching for an attention word based on a first context including a 
first set of grammar models (C. 18. lines 47-58-his "Aardvark" as the 
attention word, the first set of grammar model recognizes attention words); 
and 

switching upon finding the attention word to a second context to 
search for an open- ended user request , wherein second context includes 
a second set of models, grammar and lexicons (ibid, wherein the open 
ended request if for the system to "Call mom", and encompasses the 
second context, wherein grammar specific function for calling mom is 
realized, in the new context, more specif ically-the personal name of 
Aardvark-em ploys it's own grammar, lexicon and model of device names- 
which is inherently and undeniably a context, wherein the user must supply 
the word Aardvark-wherein in the context is interpreted as the application 
determination, secondly, the context is inherently switched to a second 
context (or topic) directly relating to the open ended user request, this 
second context employs only thereafter a second grammar, model and 
lexicon which it accesses after the keyword "Aardvark" is determined, see 
also column C.20. lines 54-57 "After supplying the appliance name, a user 
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is granted access to further commands of the standard VUI operating on 
the voice controlled device at 601 ). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Lamont M. Spooner whose 
telephone number is 571/272-7613. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on 571/272-7603. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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